
Action Figures inspired by
Giacometti and Degas 

Inspired by the figurative sculptures of Giacometti and Degas, students learned 
how to draw a proportional figure and capture the body in motion using gesture 

studies. We explored wire as a medium - learning how to bend, twist, and 
manipulate it  to create a sturdy armature that showed balance and movement. 
Aluminum foil then plaster gauze is layered over the wire, adding muscles and 

skin to our wire skeleton. Finally, students personalized their Action Figures with 
tempera paint, adding clothing, costumes, and uniforms. These 7th graders were 

encouraged throughout the process to consider their figure “in the round’ or 
look at it from all sides while creating. 

Instructional Resources

Rubric and Assessment

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQfUHGFhZ-Rophvi3vPbLZRZ0XrbJyhtv9MnvN1EfhJZxrYj7b_XctLL94O8eZZCx9Yb4M9x--Iu1UG/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQfUHGFhZ-Rophvi3vPbLZRZ0XrbJyhtv9MnvN1EfhJZxrYj7b_XctLL94O8eZZCx9Yb4M9x--Iu1UG/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://app.peardeck.com/presenter/tjmboioul/projector
https://app.peardeck.com/presenter/tjmboioul/projector



